House of Q&imcatfrm, 

30:10:1905, 

am venturing, on the introduction oi ay I r lend 
Mrs Gordon of lb Hanover Terrace London, to write to you on a matter of 
education which 1 think may Interest you- 

I as sending £Gr your conside rat i on , through my publishers, 4roluni3s-the 
Hose Education So rles-vrh i bh i hope you may hav^e leisure to look through. 
The points I would ask your kind consideration of are 

A v? i 

11) would these books be suggestive & helpful to Japanese 
students of English educational methods? 

(S)Would a translation of thesebooks 53 possibly of use to 
Japanese parents & teachers, in fact, to all interested in education ? 

(3) Would not a Parents Union ,such as we ha T s i:i England, & 
oi which 1 enclose the prospectus, oe of use in awakening the parents [& 



A 



teachers of Japan) t< 


f-fc , u . ^ ^ r* ^ p r n frfr . ^ fy, ^ n r | 1| f , , 

£4} Would not the Parentally view School f adopted as it stands, 

be a means of introducing on a wide scale methods which ha r @ been iound 
to produce the very beat results, 

Tne text of the books will give you the principles & aims of the tforks 

the end of volumes 1 & g will bs found programmes of work ^ examination 





ffiltr "SitHisf of dbucdtion, 
Jmblfsi&r. 


papers such as have been worked now lor some litteen 
years by some hundreds of children in England & the colonies. 
The specimen answers quoted are those of average children but I think you 


will see that they give evidence of perhaps unusual intelligence & power. 

£. 


We attribute this entirely to the use of the bejlt ,Hvin g/ books which can be 

got, which_ the_ chi id re n_har§_fcr_ the ir_own_*_read_f or_ themselves, with 

only direction & guidance from the toacher but very little oral teaching. 

Slay I say how deeply interested I am in ail that concesnf 
Japan \ how great an honour I should esteem it to be allowed to hel>p 
n„r in a subject to which 3 have given my life & which I ha _ e so much at 
hjfeart as Education. If you saw your way to paying us a little visit 

l snould be very glad. It would be easier to talk things over & to shew you 
some of our work : so little can be said in writing. 

The leaflet enclosed with this letter gives a triif summary of the 
teaching & various work of the Parents' Union. 

In the case of the Parents Review School it woiild be quite possible to 

bu 

adapt the pro^ rasps $ t^the subject of History lor example ). The distance 
rfouii aat ba a mat tar of difficulty for wa already have members in the 









Dear Hiss Mason 


^ P fry'- ( "*?. l-< 

I have duly received your note, pamphlets l the 


4 volumes on education * thank you sincerely for them all. I think 
your energetic work Is already known In Japan to a certain extent 
& I am very much Interested in it especially when 1 see the hooka 
you wrote before me. Now 1 answer your questions as far as I can 
(li These books will be very suggestive & useful for Japanese 
students. Especially such a book as Voli 2 treating with the 
duties of the family will appeal to Japanese parents very much. 

This is quite natural in where the family#* not the individ- 

ual » isthe unit of the society* They know £ practise the ramtiy 
obligations very much & are now begining to introduce to certain 
degree the indivualist ic ideas for they are ver 7 important for the 
industrial life of modern daya* Your books are just the sort o€ 
books I should recommend the Japanese mothers l those engaged In 
school works etc* I already sent sometime ago the Journal " Mother'! 
in Counoil & Parent’s Review'' to so me of my lady friends. 

(2) A translation of this would be very welcome Jfff to the 

* 

Japanese* Sut whether they make a good sale or not J am not certain* 
for all educational works do not prove to he profitable to the H 

publishers in Japan. But as reference books they will be of use to jjo 
achers & will not fail to appreciated by the authorities. 

The P^ient a Jnion * the Sohool will be useful# of coiiF 3 e#but ^ 

them [ cannot say anything definite because 1 do not know as yet ^ 
details qf the work.^ shall fin^Va day to come to your place 1 ^ 


may speak more about the prospect In Japan 


aee your works * 
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HOUSE OF ELUC^TIOi., 
itmblesi de . 

51 st J a mar y i 19 19 , 


3ear Friends, 

1 have been greatly interested in what I have heard about 
thP /'harm! hr Conference'' at Buckhurst Hill, convened by so gracious 
and successful a hostess as kiss Beatrice Gardner, 

jor several sheets of " severe' 1 and "abrupt 11 criticism (1 
ouote the writer's frank description) reach me, to which I promise 
to "attend closely" * 

find and friendly things are said about my *ork, but 1 miss 
a note of ioy in the enormous discovery - a discovery which leaves 
manv G f us breathless ■ that the children in elementary schools 
are "able to work with joy the greater part of the programmes set 
for children (of the same age) of educated parents, at home and 
at school. nave .ail considered what this mans to the coun- 
ts? If so, I think thuro 'Quid not hav. b^..n a ha If -warning 
not- about "attempting too much 1 ’. ^ a matter of fact, the work 
and thu tor^ throughout the P.U.S, havo improved a good deal 
since the joyful inclusion of those - others 

I find that there ar-a two general tendencies to be noted - 
(a) towards "the. social advantage 11 of large schools, and fb) to- 
wards the mor ,, thorough work of ehc (P.U.S.) horns schoolrooms v.nd 
of small schools or classes formed to carry on the work. 

There follow seven questions of a sort not usually put, but 
I shall try to answer them. 


1, .s to the students and the programmes, it will be the 
s her test p la n to say tha t tw 0 or t hr es s tu de nt s ( thr e e , I thi nk ) 
do not carry them out faithfully but lean to "professors in 
their schools and the University Local Exams. ^ These follow no 
with us, and in course of time vtill probably withdraw. 


2 . The monthly Hat in the Parents' Review answers this 
question. We have no hidden knowledge as to which Schools ™Ke 
all the forms, in the P.U.S. We *lsh more schools did bo, . 

;i i sh s hare d b y pare n t s . 


5 , Teachers, whether House of Education or not, carry out 
the programmes with surpri ing faithfulness. Bat let me y - 
in this respect several F.F.E.U. schools do less well tnan mosL, 
families. Perhaps it is kind to mention this fact hate- 
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Probably the r-euamls to t teachers do not rely sufficiently 
upon knowledge itself an ever fresh source of interest ^nd " 
joy, so they do too much to make school delightful* 

follow the proerammos entirely in our little practising 
school (about 20 children running from Porn lb to VI - this b 
term to V), and the children do well although each form changes 
its teacher every week- But then the children do steady hard 
work on the ?.U*5. method, e.g, the big girls, seven of them 
will relate after once reading from a book of the calibre of* 
say, the ^reopayi ti ca f without any elucidation. Sometimes they 
are not up to the papers in iaths,, for example, nor do they 
attempt to read the whole of the novels, say, set. it seems 
to me well that there should be books in their little libraries 
which they are eager to finish reading, 

4 and 5* j, either students nor other teachers (often Uni- 

versity women) substitute other books for those set, except in 
the case of French taught by an outsider (a native). 

6. The heads of schools are very appreciative indeed, 
lumber less letters tell of the good place such a boy or ^irl 
has taken, and of the Head's appreciative comment, * That is how 
the P.U.S. groves, without any attempt to make it known. Parents 
tell of the success (and delight in knowledge) of their children 
and other parents try the sane plan. In fact the school grows 
as do the schools of my readers. Our scholars are so much 
above the aver ge in every subject that, tl s X have said, parents 
are sometimes inclined to withdraw them from school and bring 
them again into the home schoolroom - a tiling to be regretted* 

7, Our children are very successful in examinations , 

Last year in a big town a large number of elementary school 
children were examined for scholarships admitting them to Second- 
ary Schools. The children in our schools practically swept the 
board. 


The Y*riter whose questions I have answered assumes that the 
answers must needs be in the negative and gives a few valuable 
opinions founded on those supposititious answers. 

, First of all, i iss Drury is supposed to have stated that 
Mathematics, experimental Science, Grammar and Languages require 
oral lessons ^ nd are generally so well taught in schools that 
nothing need be said about them"* (X cannot at the moment 
verify, but no doubt the quotation is correct.) But the writer 
a1 ^ failed to notice that - iss Drury said this in a lecture to 
elementary school teachers, uftervu.rds published in a pamphlet 
intended solely for such teachers. It is true that those 
subjects artj well taught in such schools, but it is ulso true 
wat they are not up to our standards and cannot follow our pro- 
grammes in the subjects named. 


^ pi Ctrl c'Ztbr' 
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. t nyone conversant with our pro grammes and examination ques- 
tions is awara of the very special attention fend large amount 
of printing!) which those subjects receive in the P.U.S. 

bearing these points in mind, it is not easy to see the 
force of 'iri one sentence she dismisses 11 the subjects which 
place a hoy in a public school 11 etc* 

The writer may be reassured. She feels that ?.U*S. work 
is best for a boy's larger life, and certainly it offers the 
best preparation for Preparatory Schools, and for Public Schools 
too, if one can judge from - cases. Our boys usually go to 

?r e par a t er y S choo Is . 

Revision of Boohs. a scrupulous revision takes place in 
the preparation of each sot of programmes. -e have the oppor- 
tunity of seeing all now books, together with the habit ferried 
by the practice of giving carefully considered estimates of some 
50 to 100 books a year. ..Iso, me are open to the criticisms 
of several hundred teachers, ,..nd to the rs commendations of some 
of these we owe really good hooks. 

»3ne by one people will fall off 1 ' - e find that people 
believe the" more in P.U.3. as time goes on and their own 
experience deepens, 

’’Drudgery' 1 , " Camouflage 31 - I am very glad that the 
writer notes the necessity of drudgery and the futility of 
"camouflage 1 - the sort of camouflage of delightful lessons and 
school ’’interests" - which are the bane of private schools. 
P.U.5. work sincerely done is strenuous, but the labour they 
delight in is physical pain for the children, this delight is 
not supplied by the teachers, but the pupils find it in know- 
ledge . 

I am in perfect agreement about the necessity of drudgery 
in French end Latin. ^ a set and test the work, the teachers 
must secure the drudgery. 

I agree » too, in the comme nt s a bou t the Li e Ptna nn Se r i e s . 

I am afraid °e yielded to a certain degree of pressure irom 
without in introducing him. *e are ..Iwuys exceedingly gr-teful 
for suggestions as to good books in Latin, French, - 
c n the pr o gr a mines , for, a. s w e all k now , the r i gh t book is nar d^ 
to come by. But it is not often that we find such suggestions 
helpful* 

Our Latin primer, "Limcr" is the most modern and suocss - 
ful book used in Preparatory Schools. 
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I think tiJ£ i<ju. oi b&^inning .-.Ip l;r. In II„ ii <■ gcod 
o m * i j t f i nd go omt* tr y e nough for the. t o lu a s ( chi ldr e n of 
ni ne or ten) * 

“free interchange of suggestions 11 t«k&.s much this. 
Schools w ould suffer and so should we. The University Locul 
'xami nations, for example, could not go on subject to such a 
"free exchange 1 . 

'“Science systematised 11 is the thing we ar^ nxious tc 
^void, Kuxley says school science should be "common informa- 
tion". 


History : there is much to be said for the suggestion of 
the same period throughout the school, but the difficulties 
are great. I shall keep the matter in mind. 

"The inches ter term" was rather in the a lure of a 11 boom" 
and Fu$ not a type to be followed. 


Synchronisation* The writer nuy perhaps have noticed 
that the : ork is carefully synchronised . 

Geography , atural features, histories, interests, pro- 
ducts, principles, must remain , linays the same* For the 
rest we must "wait and see". 

This is true of “ Citizenship " also* The elementary 
principles remain the same. 

" Koyal Conmisaion to ronsidvr Books ". The ?*U.3« is not 
a public institution. If it Vers, committees would doubtless 
"sit 11 on the books, in that case the school would lose the 
freshness and vitality which is its charm and become stereo- 
typed, like the efforts of other public institutions* 

I must not omit a point raised by a second writer, the 
possible overcrowding of the curriculum in the two highest 
forms . I think it is possible there may be some overcrowding 
and shall watch the matter carefully. 

To sum up, - if all the ? ,11 ,S. Schools divided th work 
set by the time given . nd worked steadily during that time, I 
see no reason why ».l should net ba as successful us many un- 
doubtedly urc , fellow workers in a great cause. 

' i th gr a te f u 1 nd cor die 1 the nke> for s i near € efforts, 

I _.m, very truly yours, 

C* > - j- j.SOi'i * 

P-S- I should like to emphasise the fact that several of the 
^■U.3. Schools do the ork set in *t very thorough and intelli- 
gent manner. Some schools enter each of their scholars (us 
fenilies or single children) - t a reduced rate- This plan se- 
cure a good work throughout the school for every pupil s papers 
ere sent up. 
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OLDFELD", 

Swans $e. 

6 / 3 / 1919 . 


De«r Miss Mason. 

SeyersLl of us who f«re at th© Buckhurst Bill 
p^rzreno* a & very troubled *% your answer to my remarks. We feel 
vou do not atlall ©n^re elate the point of view of that Conference. 

i g attitude you ^how to any suggestions we make that distresses 
ns As one 0 ? th© members said to ne ; "If only such suggestions 
"coi^d be regard d as a sign of life keen zeal amongst ub, rather 
"than as * *Ipn of degeneracy * lack of appreciation or under standing': 

We recognise that It is a very great thing to have 
p >j # u.nro *■ ra .mme accented for the elementary schools; but we 
aiV the * more f“*l that if we find we^ points in that programme it 
is^for us to mention then* If all claspes are to work to a common 
programme we must see that thst programme is suited to all 
requirement*. 

There are many of us at the head of large schools, 

-bo ere having *.0 meet the nr- c tics X Tieec«s of our scholars .who feel 
that it is not right to make considerable alterations in t: e 
program-- e (small variations are inevitable) without mentioning 
t^ em f if a « may possibly be the cese / these v. iterations re gooa 
ojt v qrr P houlG get the benef i t of th*m« If we 7ere r ol lie to h vc 
free discussion on ell -there points^with some hope tk & t our 
practical e^rerience would be considered v;e rhould bt much he ;t*r. 

I am in a position ^here I he' r a gre* t deal of criticism which 
never re* eh s your ears * valuable as the program e is to us. a 11, 
there is not such ^universal approval in all subjects as you t:.lnk* 
Many of the student 3 tell me that they h v ve to make alterative in 
t e boo 1r s in different subjects^ others thr t though usimg V. ata 
fr it- fully they are very dissatisfies with "or e of them. X think 
we badly need % little plain sfceaking|& to have this subject 
thr r - r hec out carefully if the p # N.E.M. is to be e real force in the 
Educe t Ions l World « 

You know how fond I have always been of your TT nion 
the School,^ how much T believe in t e inspiration f ith which 
you endow your students. £ It is because T feel very jealous for tn 
P.H.E.TI. i wish it to be t^e very beet no s Bible, tha 1 I have spoken 
* written f e I have done lately. I have' Worked for 1 5 years on the 
Programme , so far as I va ** able to make it meet our needs,/ now eit 
much diecuspion with other he^ds of schools A wj th students we ha v 
decided to tell you that we have not been able to use i ten tirely 
it is not adequate In all reereets. * 

I feel as Jethro did when he found ' oses trying to 
dec Ire ell questions himself. Ho one human being can know enough , 
on ©very subject to set the work ■ t e b oka of every subject. I wlAefi 
suggest that you should appoint a Committee to meet 3 tinea ^ 

go with you closely into the gfrVlfrVl ifeW question of the programm 
* to he^r any suggestions,^ that an this Committee shoula be Wrtrlrin rr 
representatives of all the various klntiSof communities who are o ^ 


^i€^lO>xC^ /BF 


tn e Programme: The Home School Room, the Private Schools,* the 
Elementary Schools * also those who h^ve gi en special ?+udy to 
t e different br*nchef of learning. 

There ^re many points In y ur letter T 3hould 
like to taiv over with you, I an not satisfied about the answer#s 
to r iy luestions. If the statistics we ask could be obtained we 
shoulc he in a better position to deal with these difficulties, but 
students ih o owe so much to „4ahleeide do not like to complain/ It 
would be much h altkler If complaints were heard by ycu rather than 
by others. 

fe se*m to have got down to the bed rock a little 
during this war If real reconstruction ie to take plec we must 
be air* cere honest with e? eh at' r ■ not afraid to fate facts, there* 
-fore I prefer to write direct to you £ tell you that are not 
^atlsfl d. IP you can of course quite well say to us We do not want 
your co-operation - we prefer only to have those who see no faults 
in cur programt e^ but thourk you would get rid of me you would not 
satisfy the other^ members of the Conference - who one after the 
other come to me a thanked me for ny paper - I care very much for 
the P.N.E.tf, % shall be very sorry if it means that we have to 
sever our connection with it & I think that we - r ?lsc thoF.N.B.U. 
will lose if this is necessary. 
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fU, TV*? 

P^AiW 2-t*-— ^ vl- <> ^wtLuL Wjwl v 

fWv Ate-fc ryuLO-**- "1^ ~Ctr*ri^- 

f r uy l ^V4 ta >^ ^yw.wCJlt 'a-^ YUju^ £-*— k, yv^ju 

La. V CAJ/vv CLY^^^ ^ VcJtRw Cl^ ’^0^- fcJlA^N^ 

k^Jr t^u^aA, cc^* 

ywkf 0V L r^’5-M^I^ l^W-I/ ^JVAa c^vma^vs -g Vlw^ PWk c_u tv-cLL 

ir^Lr^>* i-u-.o — Ov , 1 ^ c Ty^^Xt^> Uc^ CL '^A£f ^ 

IwiL^di^ C<+frr** t^n-^^UjJL ^L tts tPCil . 

>y^ ^jL^r^/? £\M cjJj^v — j -4*^ VU^. ^ 


}K^Urvw NV-e^ M-LvX U >V«5W VUl<j^ ijC^^ /k,J^ 

Uv^ Q^jUiyV ^ < Wer^L, TLa>- ^VCU^W ^ 

6\%kJ^k*h^ aa^x kj^- ^XfULs^ CU Kre 

^ c T^w Vsol^ v%^c^/JG4^ Pk^ 'foa^^Svw^KdSi ^ ~(r* 


Xjr ujtJH, 

_r^.^^4. C^rv^rvvy_x^ ^4l^L ^ 

^VtJrUAJ^ ^rL.Y^ QJ^JaJL^ SJ^^aA ^ ^ J^tX^ 

^v<5HGr**V^ C^JrC^ CAdV^^./i^_A^»X ^ 

Oj^-^ ^ ^wv*i Q^ ^WtiSL ^tnr fCo <^UVv^ xl v ** 

u^*-^ 1 .-...JLjQ^ *j^yj i .( Wv4*r -XC<? co^xa-ti/w ( - H< Aj7rv-X r tx — j ^ 

-£vx ^__» Xvjs— ^’ 6e vytrx^r Vc<_^yv^vC ^LL^^Lur^ ^Sr\.v>— ^ 

**) t^AUM V% ^jr- fjfl*,!^ f k*^ OV iAw-vw, C-y> ^ 

^VkA. t _w UfA. ^4jL^l(L-V^ \ ^r K. . 

( ^ (J 

A>-^x^/tX^ C\ T>Tv\jvA>JLJ^ ^ itL h 

kV^AA'^J^AJlgPVTj ^ ^' S ’ iU S» r* * 1 - ^. JLp ' lr ^LkA|^ - P ( vl, Ci^w_v^ axJj-^v> rtnr r t* ^ ^ 




w ^ r^ A/Wt|P XflT \AjAt^VjT LiJ-tJH ^ 

i^rvJ^ cW^ / vvj J( s^ i --/ x — f L^-*^ -"W^-v w -vrtvio *4 let 

><^ lrv v^ ( Ur w ^ K.'saja^i MW ikr-rMx. ^vvsr 

T^tX^v^ Wh^v*- kiV UjJJXi, X*. vv.>_^ Cx*< f gj . ^ frv-^ -Cf 

^ ^ VVw>w t7^> . ^rtiXek O^ k — ^yv — ^ x>06 * _ <Xh_ 


^-LtR rvxw ^JXwLxJl 


^3“\{ ^Jjl^ 


Krt ”kA^-V5: S0^-*-> V^\ lt ~£X^Ys!r ^ ^X^Xv^Lj— ^ „ 

^kjLa~* ( j ^ 

ClA^VX£?w^^ "|ov Xtx^vVi^W^AJvX^ '■'(rT^— ^ 


Ov-k uu^r 


l^Atr-^u*-' vw v v '-^a 


w^lt 


! Wo— i -J-d^x^vxL^ — ^ _ ")Vv^_i Yx^e AAjfcfV j G*. \XIu (rwx- 

|rsi-t-A- U' rk-vw'i 'Xvt^ '-j«- de^Mi Ww 


'Jyv- O^w ^-vT lkjj-X' 


Y %*r*v^t _H4 m^ XY 4 ^>^X^v? ^ U. t , \JjT '"*>V^v.._ V fox^ 

t-j-lAji-r^o ^W' Ucc L^^i-L^-ljCsrv $V VUlUT . 


1^ ^ — IM — ot ^W- fwi_t TV-tO^.-^'v^ 5 

wUDjL^c, *^ c£_ T"AL^~Ccvs^ <^^ 14*'^^ . fCb ^ 

triw-L^v -? A-n\jW kX tJW '-L 

j^^eJU TWn^if : \ £2k_r\^ .A4v '^"TvVsi3Lfw_ ^V-vJ/" C CCA_X^ ( -MLaaU^ *U> j %AE 

■^rou_ KW y\N^L lK^r>^ Uw— — t>^ t " : ' u ~ 4 * Li v 

1MX.ML ^ ^;>0> Ul^X ( -Uj — J wK k^twi^K X^/wi 
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